
Tomonori Otsuka, Recipient of the ELSJ Junior Researcher Award 2018 

 

I feel truly honored to be able to receive the ELSJ Junior Researcher Award 

2018 for my paper titled “Radical Free Merger.”  This paper attempts to 

account for asymmetric behaviors regarding A/A-bar movement between the 

indirect object and the direct object in the Double Object Construction in 

English. 

 

I have been interested in this topic since I was writing the bachelor thesis.  

In my master thesis, I adopted Chomsky’s (2001) framework, and in my doctoral 

dissertation, Chomsky’s (2008) framework (and partly Chomsky’s (2013) 

framework), to explicate the mysterious status of the two objects in the English 

Double Object Construction, although many problems remained unsolved.  In 

this paper, based on Chomsky’s (2015) framework, I believe that I was able to 

attain an at least better conclusion, though still I left many things for my future 

research. 

 

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to Professor Nobuaki Nishioka, 

who supervised me when I was a student, my seniors and juniors at Kyushu 

University, who have been offering me invaluable suggestions, and the members 

of the EL Editorial Board and EL reviewers, who helped me to complete my 

paper.  Without their help, I could not finish writing the paper, let alone receive 

the award.  Finally, the award genuinely encourages me to continue research.  

Once again, please let me express my deepest thanks for everybody involved in 

the awarding. 


